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might lead him to an understanding of his future
possibilities whose seeds lie embedded in all that he
now is and in all that he does. The condition in the
world today makes the demand for an answer all the
more insistent. Indeed the time has now come for
history to present a revealing picture about the mean-
ing and purpose of man's adventure on earth. Most
of the appraisements, cited above, do indeed point
however vaguely to an integral vision in history, but
they are not at all clear as to how it would actualise.
They state the problem, at least many important
.aspects of it, but they seem to be far from the right
solution. And whatever attempt is made in that direc-
tion results in nothing definitive.

That a march forward is always there in everything
man has done and is even now doing does no doubt
suggest some kind of progress, a going forth, a ven-
turing on from that which is known towards that
which is in the womb of the future. An idea of change
.from one condition to a better one, a growth, mental,
moral or spiritual, seems to be implicit in almost all
the above views on the march of man in history. But
none of them throws any light on the process through
which the change takes place, neither do they indicate
the ultimate purpose of such progressive changes.
The historical synthesis defined by India during her
age of Reason made a nearer approach to the ideal, but
it also was unable to offer a satisfactory solution
.because it emphasised a withdrawal into the Spirit,
:tfae Beyond, as the end of all human endeavour: all